
DCR Conservation Planning

And

Soil and Water Conservation District 

Training Topics and Courses





COVLC
• Available now

• If you already have a log in from another agency, do NOT register for 
new access.  Send Carl Thiel-Goin an email and you will then be added 
to the correct domain.

• If you do not have a log in, register for access through the COVLC site



Conservation Planning Certification Transition

Situation

1. Have never been NRCS conservation         
planner certified

2. Have taken NRCS required certification 
courses since January 1, 2013 or are in the 
process of taking them

3. Currently NRCS-certified or NRCS-certified 
as of January 1, 2016

Action

Must take DCR's required certification 
coursework (DCR-provided or DCR-approved) 
and initial plan review/approval requirement.

Must finish all DCR certification course work, 
submit a plan for review and approval, and 
provide a copy of all courses taken and when 
taken.

Certification will be recognized and given a 
DCR certification date matching the NRCS 
certification date.
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The DCR effective dates and requirements for certification are as listed in the table 
below. 



Conservation Planning Certification Group 1
• Must take ALL of DCR's required certification coursework

• Track course work in Conservation Application Suite

• June 27th 10am DCR Conservation Planning Module webinar







Conservation Planning Certification Group 3
• Beginning July 1, 2018:

• District staff who are currently NRCS-certified or NRCS-certified as of January 1, 
2016 must attend DCR Conservation Planning Module training webinar June 
27th 10am 

• Send an email request for DCR certification with an attached scan of NRCS 
certificate to Carl Thiel-Goin

• DCR will issue a certificate with a new certification date matching the month of 
NRCS certification

• If an individual is currently NRCS certified and plans to maintain their NRCS 
certification, they will still should attend DCR Conservation Planning Module 
training webinar June 27th 10am 



Conservation Planning Module Enhancements 
• Completion and launch date July 2

• June 27th Conservation Planning Module user update webinar

• Enhancements include:
• Resource review queries and review processes

• Conservation Plan Components

• Conservation Report changes

• Conservation Planner Certification and Contact Hours Module



Conservation Plan Components
• District Location of Planned Area

• Plan Writer and Contact Information

• Producer Information

• Description of Operation

• Objective

• Plan developed to meet selected program requirements

• Assessment Summary



Conservation Plan Components Continued
• Recommended BMP(s) Table
• Recommended BMP(S) detailed description per location
• Approval Signatures/Date
• Maps

• Location Map, Soils Map, Proposed BMP(s), Topographical, Aerial Imagery

• Supporting Documents to be included as needed per plan
• VA Resources 

• Resource Guide Sheet

• Farm Summary

• Conservation Planning Notes



Dates to Remember
• June 27 webinar - register via Eventbrite

• July 2
• Conservation Planning Module enhancements go live

• Online courses for Conservation Planning Certification are available on COVLC 

• Certification Tracking available in Module

• In-person training begins this fall



Thank You

Carl Thiel-Goin

carl.thiel-goin@dcr.virginia.gov

804-887-8915


